‘Fm' hospztals without a large supply of blood in reserve, [it’s] a bzg problemn .
; Kevin BLOYR, spokesman for Georgta Hospital Association

Blood warning issued in two states

White parucles found
in Red Cr 0SS supplies-

ByKelthParsons -
‘ ASSOCATED PHESS
ATLANTA —
northern Florida were wamed yesterday
to temporarily stop using some blood
, from the American Ked Cross because it
‘was feared ntaminated with mysmi-
ouswhltnpanldm. Lo
ncmawmpmwdummepw
cles are not infectious agents and that no
harmful-cfieets in paﬂcntshmobomre»
_ported,
'meparude:pmlmblymne!romthc
plastic bags In which the blood was cot-
lected, said Chris Hrouda, Red Cross
chief executive for blood scrvices in tha
‘The Red Cross xail that 5o far, 110 of
“the approximately 4,000 units stored at

Bmpluhlnseoxgiaml

Itaregimnloemzrluwebemfoundwbc
contaminated. But the agency was unable
[ .say whether any hlood

contaminated :
Teachid axry of the more thaa 140 bospi-

mlnltmppl!mh:Guuxiauulnotﬂmm
Florida. -

‘ Munbmso!theGeorgh}mnlm
sociation were advised not to nse the

. blood, forcing them to postpone dective

surgery and vse Backup supplics of biood
for cmargencies, The assoclation consists
oleShospitah,hntmalloﬂhansa

-blood from the Red Crass.

The Rex! Cross said it is working with a
maker of blood bags and the Food and
Drug
contamination happened.

¥irouda said that only blood In Yags

" manufacturcd by Baxter Internatfonal
- Ine. was contuminated. Baxter did not

immediately retum calls for comment.
‘The, contaminagnt can be seen with Use
naked eye and s practieally translucent,

said Dr: Christopher D. Hillyer, an mory-

Hogpitals in Geomiaand northern
Florida were told yesterday tostop
using someblood. In Atlanta a

donor gave blood yesterday.

Admintsteatioay 1o find out how the -

Unlvh\siw:)mremrv.ﬂm works with the
‘Rel Crous, Hosaddtheuoodmﬂdsuﬂ
tora gutto beusable. . -

“We're taking mare ofacwtiousap-
“proach and putting the blood on hald,”
‘said Ecvin Bloye, a spokesman with the
Georgia HBospital Assoclation. “For some
of our hospitals without a laxrge supply of
P eBlood s sl for saeneeney 5

ks avallalle for emengency sur
geries,™ said Marcy Blount; spokeswom-
an for the Red Cross Blood Services
Southern region. “We oare asking hospi-
tals not to-tise some of the blood in their
inventories while wo are baving a quality
assuranco reviow.”

Emory Univessity Hospital cxpected
to recelve bload from outside the region
lqﬂ.leam:moon spokmmannrad Minor
sald.

"Rt asn’t affected any patient care,”
Minor said. He added: “We deal with
bload shortages all the ime, so it noth-
ing new.”
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