Tainted biond prompis hospitals
to cancel slective sergeries
Central Virginia bospitals canceled clective
surgeries when Virginia Blood Sesvices quar:
antined its blood supply for & day afler the
death of a tmnsfusion recipient at the Uni-
vergity of Visginia Medical Center. The blood
bank asked the-bospitals it serves through-
oul central Virginia 1o halt lransfisions *un-
Jess it is a matter of life and death® while it
investigated, University of Virginia officials
sald a bacteritim exemnonly found in bospi-
tnls, Klebsiella pueumonias, contributed to the
cdeath of a patient, whase immunc system
was weakened. The patient received 20
transfu:dons before dying Sept. 27 Thit death
and the sulsequent illuesses of two olher
transfusion recipicnts led officials to investi-
gate te el ood supply. The bload bank
subsequantly quarantined 95 percent of its
supply, Osen liled the quasantioe luter when
officinls said they bad determined e infec-
lon i not come rom the blood sapply.
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