Concerns About Blood Supply

Just how safe is America's

blood supply? Based on public -

perception, the answer is not
very, According to a recent sue-
vey, 84.3 percent of Amcricans
are concerned about the safely
of the U.S. blood supply, and
only clghl percent would clect
to receive a transfusion from the
current supply..

Unfortunately, statistics sup-
port this concern. With current
screening methods, the average
paticnt-who is transfused wich
five units of blood-runs a 1 in
6,800 risk of being infected with
cither HIV, hepatitis B or C, or
human T-lymphotrophic virus,
which has been associated with
T-cell leukemia and lymphoma.
The risk is even higher for
people who receive frequent
transfusions or large quantitics
of blood. ‘

“Compared to studies pub-

lished the Federnl Aviation Ad-
ministrution, the risk of receiy-
ing an infection from a_blood

transfusion _is 1,000 times

higher than the risk of injury on
a commercial airline;” reported
Frank Strobl, M.D., Assistant
Professor of Pathology -and

sylvania.

Surprisingly, less than haif of
survey respandents whom had
experience with blood transfu-
stons said that they were in-
formed by their physicians
about the risks of accidental in-
fection. These- - contrasts
sharply with the findings of an
Amcrican Opinion Rescarch

survey of physicians, nearly 75

percent of who fele that they
adequatcly advisc paucnts on
the risks.

To respond to the necd for in-
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formation ahout blood transfu-
sions and the nation's. blood
supply, The Coalition for
Transfusion - Safety has
launched 2 Web site for both
the genceral pubhc and the medi-
cal community. The site pro-

vides news, scientific abstracts
Laboratory Medicine, the Hos-
pital of the University of Penn-

and cvents, telated to increas-
ing bath the volume of the
blood supply aad the safety of
receiving a blood transfusion..

“Fherefore, the Coalition's
mission is twofold: to educate
professionals and the public
aboul the need to remain com-
mitted to improving the safety
of our country’s blood, and to
encourage the public to donate
blood to maintain an abundant
supply.”

To lcarn more, visit-The
Coalition for Transfusion
Safcty’s Web site at
www:transtusionsafety.org.



